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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WRITINGS BY AND ON KANT 
WHICH HAVE APPEARED IN GERMANY UP TO 
THE END OF 1887. (X.) 

1259-1262, Bauerschubert, Jh. 

1259) Bauerschubert, Jh. : Kurze Volkspredigten zutn Unterrichte und 
zur Erbauung auf alle Sonn- und Festtage des katholischen Kirchen- 
jahrs. 8vo. Erfurt. Keyser. Vols. I and II : 1795. pp. xii, 275 and 
308. Vol. Ill : 1797. pp.262. Vol. IV : 1797. Fourteen sheets. Vols. 
V and VI : 1800. pp. 218 and 220. From the fourth volume on published 
after the death of the author, by Bh. Laubender, with a biography of 
Bauerschubert. New and improved edition of Vol. I : 1798. pp. 277. 
Vol.11: 1799. pp.308. Vol. Ill: 1799. pp. 262. (As early as 1793 
there appeared anonymously no. :) 

1 260) Erbauungsbuch fur Katholiken, die eine reine und verniinftige 
Andacht lieben, von J. B. 8vo. Frankfurt on the Main. Varrentrapp 
and Wenner. pp. 228. (Both works are based upon Kant's moral 
philosophy and moral theology, and especially apply Kant's moral prin- 
ciple in detail ; as do nos. 1261 and 1262.) 

1 261) Bauerschubert, Jh. : Neue Festpredigten, nebst einigen Gelegen- 
heitsreden. 8vo. Frankfurt on the Main. 1797. Andreae. pp. 404. 
Second edition : 8vo. Same place. 1800. pp.404. Third edition : Same 
place. 1812. 

1 262) Bauerschubert, Jh. : Neue Festpredigten, nebst einigen Sonntags- 
predigten merkwiirdigen Inhalts. Second volume published after the 
death of the author, by Bh. Laubender. 8vo. Leipzig. 1801 (1800). 
Fleischer, pp. 351. 

1262a) Beck, Jk. Sgsm.: cf. no. 1226. 

1263) Begtrup, Grgr. O. Br. : Dissertatio de admirando consensu inter 
principia rationis practicae purae et doctrinam morum Jesu Christi. 8vo. 
Jena. Goepfert. pp. 74. (Worthless ; written from a one-sided partisan 
standpoint ; no new thoughts. Reason is declared to be the sole expositor 
of all statutory belief. Polemic against the pre-Kantian moral principles. 
There is not only a material but a formal agreement between the ethics of 
Kant and Christ.) 

1263a) Beitrage, Kritische — . (Against Stattler.) Cf. no. 632. 

1 263^) Bemerkungen, Nothige — zu den jetzigen Verhandlungen iiber 
die Blattern, auch fur Nicht Eingeweihte. By S**. In the : Journal 
der Erfindungen, Theorien und Widersprilche in der Natur- und Arzney- 
Wissenschaft. 8vo. Gotha. 1 795. Perthes. Part xi. No. iii. pp. 74- 
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133. (Bhd. Cp. Faust had in 1794 written a little work with the title: 
Versuch iiber die Pflicht der Menschen, jeden Blatterkranken aus der 
Gemeinschaft der Gesunden abzusondern, etc. He had proposed well-meant 
but impracticable precautions, which would not have been sufficient, even 
had they been taken. In a strong and forcible fashion he had declared it 
to be the inevitable duty of mankind to carry out his plans. The A. L. Z. 
['795) I) PP- I- 8] was entirely in agreement with him. The Journal der 
Erfindungen raised a great outcry, in this no. 1263^, and very unjustly 
accuses Faust of having wanted to effect the extermination of small-pox by 
aid of the Kantian philosophy.) 

1264-1268, Bendavid, Lzr. 

1 264) Bendavid, Lzr. : Vorlesungen iiber die Kritik der reinen Ver- 
nunft. Large 8vo. Vienna. 1795. Patzowsky. pp. x, 340. New 
edition. Large 8vo. Berlin. 1802. Quien. pp. x, 356. 

1265) Bendavid, Lzr.: Vorlesungen iiber die Kritik der praktischen 
Vernunft. (With a Rede iiber den Ziveck der kritischen Philosophic and 
a double index.) Large 8vo. Vienna. 1796. Stahel and Co. pp. viii, 
101 and 30. The Rede also appeared separately. Same place. 1796. 

1 266) Bendavid, Lzr. : Vorlesungen iiber die Kritik der Urtheilskraft 
(with double index). Large 8vo. 1796. Same place, pp. 202. 

1267) Bendavid, Lzr. ; Vorlesungen iiber die metaphysischen Anfangs- 
griinde der Naturivissenschaft (with double index). Large 8vo. Vienna. 
1798. Schaumburg and Company, pp. xii, 1 74 and 6. (Nos. 1264-1267 
are all written in an exceedingly arrogant tone, although they have nothing 
at all particular in them. Bendavid gives Kant's thoughts intelligibly, for 
the most part accurately, and without any slavish dependence upon the 
master ; but he does not attempt a critical appreciation, and makes no con- 
tribution to the discussion, the psychological-genetic explanation or to a 
characterization of Kant's problems and results, which should emphasize 
what in him is new and important.) 

1 268) Bendavid, Lzr. : Kant und Herder im Monthly Review. Dec. 
1793. p. 329, etc. An meinen Freund Joseph von Retzer. In the B. M. 
1795. Vol. XXV. pp. 516-529. (Defence of Kant against the judgment 
of the Englishmen.) Cf. no. 576. 

126Q, 1270, Feuerbach, P, J. Ans. 

1 269) Beweisgriinde, Ueber die einzig-mbglichen gegen das Daseyn 

und die Giiltigkeit der natiirlichen Rechte. (By P. J. Ans. Feuerbach?) 
8vo. Leipzig and Gera. Heinsius. pp. 1 1 7. (Among other things, a 
polemic against the derivation of rational laws (Rechte) from the moral law 
or duty. Their ground lies higher ; it is identical with the ground of 
duties, and depends on the form of reason, its systematic unity. As defini- 
tion of the concept of law (Recht) we find, in no. 1270, introduced in a 



No. 6.] GERMAN KANTIAN BIBLIOGRAPHY. 69 1 

polemic against Hqffbauer, Heydenreich, Reinhold, and Hu/eland, the 
following: "eine durch Vernunft sanctionirte Freiheit, als Bedingung zur 
Erreichung des hochsten Zwecks.") 

1 270) Feuerbach, J. P. Ans. : Versuch iiber den Begriff des Rechts. 
In the : Nth. Ph. I. II. pp. 138-162. 

1271) Bibliothek, Goltingische [cf. no. 1148^]. Vol. I. Part vi. 

pp. 457-466. Notice * of Kant's Ende aller Dinge (no. 81), mostly re- 
printed in Thiess : Ephetneriden. 1795. 

1 272) Blau, Fix. : Ueber die moralische Bildung des Menschen. 
Nebst einem Anhange. Small 8vo. Frankfurt on the Main. Eichenberg. 
pp. vi, 288. (The author has, he says, always had Kant's Rel. in his mind, 
and wishes to help the understanding of Kant's deep thoughts by a 
rearrangement of them. In the doctrine of freedom Blau follows Reinhold 
very closely. He explains the freedom of the will as the faculty of decid- 
ing either in accordance with the requirement of the law or with that of 
desire. In the Appendix are contained Unterredungen eines moralischen 
Erziehers mit seinem Zoglinge and three brief Abhandlungen iiber die 
Realisirung der Idee einer moralischen Welt, iiber den Endzweck der 
Weltschopfung, und den Zusammenhang der Gliickseligkeit mit der Tu- 

gend. The body of the work is characterized by brevity, clearness, and 
accuracy in terminology.) 

1273) Blumenbach, Jh Fr. : De generis humani varietate nativa. 
Editio III Praemissa est epistola ad virum perill. Jos. Banks. 8vo. 
Gottingen. Vanderhoeck and Ruprecht. pp. xliv, 326 ; besides an index 
of pp. 10 and two copper plates. Translated by Jh. Gfd. Gruber, under 
the title : Jh. Fr. Blumenbach iiber die natiirlichen Verschiedenheiten im 
Menschengeschlechte. Nach der dritten Ausgabe und den Erinnerungen 
des Verfassers iiber setzt, und mit einigen Zusdtzen und erlauternden An- 
pterkungen herausgegeben. Mit Kupfern. 8vo. Leipzig. 1 798. Breit- 
kopf and Hartel. pp. xxxii, 292. (In opposition to Kant and others 
assumes five human varieties, which, however, all belong to one species.) 

1274) Bouterweck, Fr. : Paulus Septimius, oder das letzte Geheimniss 
des eleusinischen Priesters. Two parts. 8vo. Halle. Renger. pp. 343 
und 373. (Very interesting, in general quite popular exposition, in Part i 
of the R V., in Part ii of the PrV. On the whole, Bouterweck keeps to 
Kantian thoughts, though he often supplies a new basis for them, or extends 
their range. His different terminology is no improvement on that of Kant. 
To give the system a firmer point of support, Bouterweck sets out, under 
the influence of Reinhold and probably also of Jacobi, from the analysis of 
consciousness, which gives us at once the two inseparable, not demonstrable, 
but equally irrefutable thoughts : " Ich bin " and " So gewiss ich bin, 
ist ausser mir etwas." Besides this, Bouterweck, in the deduction of the 
categories, has many peculiarities, which are very ingenious, no doubt, but 
which none the less only lead to a fruitless conceptual philosophy. That 
the number of principles does not exactly accord with the number of the 
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categories is regarded by Bouterweck as a fault in Kant's system. In his 
practical philosophy, too, Bouterweck does not always follow Kant very 
closely. In particular he extends further the use of the practical reason 
and its requirements for the attainment of theoretical knowledge, — a use 
which, it is true, is really to be found in Kant, but which was expressly 
disallowed by him.) 

1274a, b) Brastberger, Gbh. Ulr.: cf. nos 756, 758. 

1274c) Briefe, Philosophische iiber Dogmatismus, etc. Cf. Schel- 

ling, no. 1502. 

1275-1278, Krug. 

1275) Briefe iiber die P erf ectibilitdt der geoffenbarten Religion. A Is 
Prolegomena zu einer jeden positiven Religionslehre, die kiinftig den 
sichern Gang einer vestgegriindeten Wissenschaft wird gehen kbnnen (by 
W. Trgt. Krug). 8vo. Jena. Akademisches Lese-Institut, and Leipzig. 
Barth. pp. xxiv, 368. (One of the more important of the writings of the 
philosophers of religion in Kant's school. Concept, possibility, and actuality 
of revelation are, it is true, not investigated ; but the fact of a Christian 
revelation assumed. This, like every revelation, must bring with it, in 
accordance with the finiteness and perfectibility of the human mind to 
which it directs itself, the capacity of further development. This view is 
defended against orthodox objections [inspiration, miracles, etc.~\, and its 
advantageous influence on the whole of theology and on religious modes of 
thinking in general set forth. Polemic against Kant's moral Schrift- 
erkldrung, in so far as this is regarded as a real exposition. — Against 
no. 1275 are directed nos. 1276 and 1278.) 

1276) P erf ectibilitdt, Ueber die der geoffenbarten Religion, an den 

Herrn Verfasser der Briefe iiber dieselbe. Von Alethophilus. 8vo. 
Leipzig. 1796. Miiller. pp.128. (Indecent abuse ; calling on the leading 
magistrates to suppress free investigation. Against it, in the same tone :) 

1277) (Krug, W. Trg.:) Siebzehnter und letzter Brief iiber die Per- 
fectibilitat der geoffenbarten Religion, an Alethophilus. Nebst einer 
Nachschrift an das Publicum. 8vo. Wittenberg : at the author's cost, 
and Leipzig. Barth. 1796. pp. 198. 

1278) Bemerkungen zu den Brief en iiber die P erf ectibilitdt der geoffen- 
barten Religion in Briefen von einem Landpfarrer an seinen akademischen 
Freund. 8vo. Leipzig. 1796. Jacobaer. pp. 128. (Calm, not at all 
noteworthy polemic.) 

1279) Buhle, J. Gli.: Einleitung in die allgemeine Logik und die 
Kritik der reinen Vernunft. 8vo. Gottingen. Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht. 
pp. 360. (The work is intended, as the author tells us, not to bring any 
new contribution to the science and not to perfect it ; but simply to expound 
the Logik and the R V. in an intelligible form. Buhle follows Jakob's 
Logik [no. 360] and the R V. very closely — the latter verbally where that is 
possible ; so that his book must be designated a tolerably superfluous one.) 
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1280) Creutzer, Cp. Andr. Lh. : Leibnitii doctrina de mundo Optimo 
sub examen revocata denuo. 8vo. Leipzig. Muller. pp. 116. (Leibnitz' 
views are tested and rejected by the criterion of the Kantian philosophy, 
and more particularly the moral theology. In their place is set a moral 
and critical optimism; not proved, but postulated. Determinism is also 
criticized: cf. no. 1052.) 

1 281) Darstellung der Amphibolie der Reflexionsbegriffe nebst dent 
Versuche einer Widerlegung der Hauptmomente der Einwendungen 
Aenesidems gegen die Reinholdische Elementarphilosophie. 8vo. Frank- 
furt on the Main. Andreae. pp. 1 1 6. (The doctrine of the Amphibolie 
gains just as little in probability by this exposition, as most of the objections 
of Aenesidemus lose in irrefutability by the appended Versuch.) 

1282) Diets, Jh. Chn. Fr.: Predigten. 8vo. Rostock. Muller. (Leip- 
zig. Linke, in commission.) pp. 273. (Upon the influence of Kant's 
moral philosophy and moral theology.) 

1283-1287, Dolz. 

1283) Dolz, Jh. Chn.: Catechetische Unterredungen iiber religiose 
Gegenstdnde in den sonntdglichen Versammlungen in der Freyschule zu 
Leipzig gehalten, mit einer Vorrede von dem Herrn Domherrn D. Rosen- 
miiller. 8vo. Leipzig. Voss and Co. Sixteen and a half sheets. Second 
collection. 1796. pp. xii, 273. Third collection. 1797. pp. xviii, 270. 
Fourth collection. 1798. pp. ii, 272. Second and revised edition. 1798, 
1799,1818. Third and revised edition. First collection. 1801. pp. xvi, 
264. (Practical application of Kant's moral philosophy in a language 
which would be pretty unintelligible for children. The same holds of 
nos. 1 284-1 287.) 

1 284) Dolz, Jh. Chn. : Neue Catechisationen iiber religiose Gegenstdnde. 
Large 8vo. Leipzig. Voss and Co. First collection. 1 799. pp. viii, 228. 
Second collection. 1799. pp. iv, 232. Third collection. 1800. pp. iv, 216. 
Fourth collection. 1801. pp. vi, 215. Fifth collection. 1801. pp. ii, 180. 
Sixth and last collection. 1801. pp. xvi, 167. New edition. 1818-1827. 

1285) Weihnachtsfeyer, Die in der Freyschule zu Leipzig im 

Jahre 1797. Drey katechetische Unterredungen (by Plato, Rost, and Dolz). 
8vo. Leipzig. 1798. Barth. pp. 74. 

1286) Dolz, Jh. Chn.: " Ueber die Bildung des sittlichen Gefiihls" 
und '" Ueber ein Lied n j zwey Katechisationen. In the : Materialienfur 
alle Theile der Amtsfuhrung, etc. (Cf. no. 853.) Vol.1. 1798. pp. 210 ff. 
Vol.11. 1799. pp. 388 ff. 

1287) Dolz, Jh. Chn.: Katechetische Jugendbelehrungen iiber mora- 
lische und religiose Wahrheiten. 8vo. Leipzig, Voss. Collection I-V. 
1805-1818. 

1287a) von Eckartshausen, K. : cf. no. n 54. 
1287A) Eckermann : cf. no. 11 52. 
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i288-i2QQa, Elisa. 

1288) Elisa, oder das Weib, wie es seyn sollte. Allen teutschen Mad- 
chen und Weibern genvidmet (by Willi. Karol. v. Wobesef). Mit 12 
Kupfern. 8vo. Leipzig. Graff, pp. 328. Second edition, revised and 
embellished by three copper-plates by Penzel. 1797. pp. 368. Third and 
fourth editions : 1798. Fifth and sixth editions: 1799, 1 800. Each, pp. 
xvi, 351. Pirated. 8vo. Frankfurt and Leipzig. Fourth and revised 
edition : pp. xvi, 350. (A moral-tendency romance, well meant, but enor- 
mously tedious, and wholly unpalatable to our taste ; in form of romance, 
but in reality a series of loosely connected moral conversations or letters 
and heroic, eminently unselfish actions, which have just been put together 
as examples of pure morality — all of them obviously under the influence of 
Kant's philosophy, and bearing [or such as ought to bear] the print of the 
categorical imperative on their foreheads. It is, certainly, un-Kantian to 
admit the view of the joyous feelings connected with the consciousness of 
virtue as a motive. And Kant could hardly have been satisfied with the 
death of the heroine, who on her death-bed is obliged to express her 
indifference to the belief in immortality. The authoress has, however, only 
put these words into her mouth [so we are told in the preface to the second 
edition, p. x] because it is from pure morality alone and not from principles 
of positive [!] religion, which are only too often vacillating, that she will 
date the determining motives of Elisa's action ; i.e., the words are derived 
only from an exaggerated regard of the misunderstood Kantian require- 
ment of a religionless ethics. The ethics predominating in no. 1 288 is, for 
the rest, strictly ascetic, and so by no means unexceptionable. Many of 
Elisa's actions are immoral, owing to their exaggerated unselfishness and 
blind subjection to the wills of others. The heroine has not grasped the 
fact that love and devotion to duty find their limit in themselves, and must 
come to an end where their expression would turn to the evident disadvantage 
of a neighbor. The work found an enormous audience ; a fact which is 
characteristic of the period. [And, N. B., a fact which does not tell 
altogether in its disfavor.] It was more than once translated into French, 
English, Dutch, and Danish ; and called out a host of imitations, which 
stand upon a very much lower level than no. 1 288.) 

1289) Elisa, oder das Weib, wie es seyn sollte. Zweiter Theil, oder 
iiber den Umgang der Weiber mit Mdnnern. Also under the title : Ueber 
den Umgang der Weiber mit Mdnnern. Ein nothnvendiger Anhang zu 
der bekannten Schrift : Elisa, oder das Weib, wie es seyn sollte (by 
Ch. A. Fischer). 8vo. Leipzig. 1800. Graff, pp. 138. Pirated : 8vo. 
Leipzig. 1800. pp. 96. (No. 1289 is brought into connection with no. 1288 
by a low trick. The aim of the writer is clear enough. No. 1289 was to 
profit by the wide diffusion of its like-named predecessor. And yet really 
there is no connection at all between the two books. No. 1 289 is not a 
continuation of no. 1 288 ; nor a pendant to it. It is not even a romance. 
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It is a worthless collection of dry, sometimes ill-founded ethical maxims, 
monitions, and descriptions of character, whose moral purity often leaves a 
good deal to be desired.) 

1 290) Robert, oder der Mann, wie er seyn sollte. Bis zu seinem Ein- 
tritte in das eheliche und hdusliche Leben geschildert. Ein Seitenstiick 
zu E/isa, oder das Weib, wie es seyn sollte (by Chr. Frdr. Tr. Voigt). 
8vo. Leipzig. 1799. Seeger. pp.290. New edition. 1799. Nineteen 
sheets. Vol. II : Division 1. 1800. Nineteen sheets. Third and last 
volume : 1 802. Twenty sheets. 

1 291) Robert, oder der Mann, wie er nicht seyn sollte. Ein Gegenstiick 
zu Robert, oder der Mann, wie er seyn sollte (by Jh. K. Glo. Schindler). 
8vo. Leipzig. Schladebach. Three volumes. 1 800-1 802. 

1292) Schilling, Gst., Verfasser des Guido von Sohnsdom : Der Mann, 
wie er ist. 8vo. Pirna. 1800. Arnold and Pinther. pp. 232, Third 
edition: Dresden. 181 9. Arnold. Also as first part of Schilling's works. 
Second collection. 

1293) Schilling, Gst., Verfasser des Guido von Sohnsdom : Das Weib, 
wie es ist. 8vo. Pirna. 1800. Arnold and Pinther. pp. 396. Third 
edition: 8vo. Dresden. 181 1. Arnold. Also as first part in Schilling's 
collected works. 

1294) Anton, oder der Knabe und der /tingling, wie er seyn sollte. 
Two volumes. 8vo. Leipzig. 1800. Linke. pp. 144 and 211. Second 
edition : 1802. pp. 285. 

1295) Moriz und Augusle, oder die Kleinen, wie sie seyn sollten. Vom 
Verfasser des Robert, oder der Mann, wie er seyn sollte. ( Chr. Er. Tr. 
Voigt.) 8vo. Leipzig. 1800. Kuchler. pp. 324. 

1296) Ludwig, Chr. Soph., geb. Fritsche : Henriette, oder das Weib, 
wie es seyn kann. Aus der Familie Hohenstam gezogen. 8vo. Leipzig. 
1S00. Graff, pp. 422. Second edition. 1816. (All these works were 
subjected to a severe, but richly merited criticism, in no. :) 

1297) Elisa, kein Weib, wie es seyn sollte. Ein hbchst nothiges Wort 
zur richtigen Schdtzung der Schrift . Elisa, oder das Weib, wie es seyn 
sollte. Large 8vo. Hildesheim. Gerstenberg Part i. 1800. pp. 267. 
Part ii. 1801. pp. xxii, 374. Both parts together under the title : Muster- 
karte von Weibern, Mannern, fiinglingen und Kindern, wie sie sind, seyn 
kbnnen und seyn sollen. (In the first Part the author gives the principal 
incidents in Elisa's life, and examines the reasons for her conduct, — which 
purports to be referrible to a system of philosophical syncretism, inasmuch 
as it is derivative sometimes from the pure law of duty, sometimes from 
unconditional regard of the good of others and its requirements, even 
though this imply the entire sacrifice of happiness on the part of the agent. 
To this syncretism he opposes the pure Kantian system, and gives a kind 
of popular ethics in a series of discussions of the principles of moral doc- 
trine, eudaemonism, etc. He is distinctly unfair to Elisa, who obviously 
wishes to act only in accordance with reason, duty, the categorical impera- 
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tive : but tken this is so entirely contentless, that the most diverse actions 
can be deduced from it, according as the individual could and would choose 
to recognize these or those maxims as universal laws to suit his individual- 
ity. But the proof that Elisa's actions leave very much to be desired in 
their moral character is entirely successful. — In the second part, the series 
of works that sprang from the Elisa are valued according to their demerits.) 

1298) Elisa's, des Weibes, wie es seyn sollte, Vermachtniss fur ihre 
Tochter Henriette. 8vo. Leipzig and Elberfeld. 1801(1800). Comptoir 
fur Litteratur. pp. 224. Second edition. 8vo. Leipzig and Elberfeld. 
1802. Buschler. pp. 224. 

1 298a) Familie, Die game , wie sie seyn sollte j ein Roman, wie 

er sein kann. Von Chn. Hnr. Spiess, Geschwindschreiber in der Unter- 
welt. (=F. A. Schulze, who wrote also under the pseudonym Fr. Laun.~) 
8vo. Sine loco. 1 801. pp. 220. (A successful travesty of nos. 1288- 
1298 ; especially of 1288, 1290, 1294, 1296. The heroes and heroines are 
roused from their graves, and introduced to one another. Robert and Elisa 
marry, adopt Anton, etc. But the whole company are given over to frivolity, 
and so are sent back again to their graves.) 

1299) Heinrich von Feldheim, oder der Officier, wie er seyn sollte. 
Ein Beytrag zur militarischen Paedagogik. (By K. H. L. Pblitz.) 8vo. 
Jena and Leipzig. 1801. Fromman. Part i. pp. 352. Part ii, also 
under the title : Der Officier als Mensch und Staatsbiirger. Ein Hand- 
buck fur die intellektuelle und sittliche Erziehung angehender Officiere. 
pp. 311. (The first part in the form of a romance ; the second in episto- 
lary form ; both alike unsuccessful efforts.) 

1 299a) Mann und Weib in ihren ehelichen Verhaltnissen. Oder : wie 
sie seyn sollten. Ein Seitenstiick zum Weibe wie es ist. 8vo. Pegau and 
Leipzig. 1801. Giinther. First volume, pp. 151. Second edition. 1802. 

1300) Erbauungsbuch zur Beforderung einer reinen Tugend, als Fort- 
set zung des Sanderschen Erbauungsbuchs (by K. H. L. Pblitz). Large 
8vo. Leipzig. 1795. Jacobaer. pp. 280. (Kant's moral philosophy 
and moral-theology popularized and practically applied.) 

1301) Erfakrung, Eine zu Gunsten der Kantischen Moral- 

Philosophie von M . . . . t. In the : /. Ph. A. pp. 63, 64. (By communi- 
cations with regard to a Kantian, who has enthusiastically endeavored to 
give his actions quite pure motives, in accordance with practical reason, 
M . . . . t seeks to show that Kant taught " keine kalte auf's praktische 
Leben unwirksame Philosophic" As though phenomena of that kind were 
not possible on any and every philosophy !) 

1302-1311, Jh. Bnj. Erhard. 

1302) Denkwiirdigkeiten des Philosophen und Arztes fohann Benjamin 
Erhard. Herausgegeben von K. A. Varnhagen von Ense. Large 8vo. 
Stuttgart and Tiibingen. 1830. Cotta. pp. xiv, 541. (According to pp. 
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35, 37-38, Erhard long had the idea of working out a complete theory of 
legislation, on the basis, of course, of Kant's practical philosophy. But the 
unpublished plan was practically all that came of the notion. Certain 
sections were completed, and published under the following titles, nos. 
1 303-1 306 :) 

1303) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Die Idee der Gerechtigkeit, als Princip einer 
Gesetzgebung betrachtet. In : Die Horen, herausgegeben von Schiller. 
Part vii. pp. 1-30. (The advantages of Kant's deduction of moral con- 
cepts over the Platonic are enumerated. The idea of justice must form the 
touchstone of every theory of legislation ; but it only determines how a law 
must be, not what is to be law. To settle this latter point, material argu- 
ments must [according to no. 1304] also be adduced. Every law must be 
tested, that is to say, on the ground of what it contributes to the general 
improvement and to the securing of the greatest possible enjoyment in life.) 

1304) Erhard, Jh. Bnj. : Beitrdge zur Theorie der Gesetzgebung. Erste 
Abhandlung. Ueber das Princip der Gesetzgebung, insoferne der Inhalt 
der Gesetze dadurch bestimmt wird. In the : Nth. Ph. I. 1795. II, 4. 
pp. 263-282. (In no. 1305 Erhard proves that in civil legislation, which 
only looks to the need of instruction in the employment of volition, the 
state of innocence must be made the basis of all directions ; in contradis- 
tinction to criminal legislation, which must set out from the condition of 
depravity.) 

1305) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Beitrdge zur Theorie der Gesetzgebung. 
Zweite Abhandlung. Ueber die Unschuld und den Begriff des Standes 
der Unschuld in Beziehung auf die Gesetzgebung. In the : Nth. Ph. I. 
1795. Ill, 1. pp. 1-32. (A pendant to nos. 1303 and 1304 is no. 1306. 
To the ideal of legislation and morality developed in the former, Erhard 
opposes an ideal of wickedness, which in his opinion is to be regarded as 
the necessary consequence of a purely material determination of the will, 
and may be derived from it. This makes it clear at the same time that it 
is impossible to base a legislation wholly upon material principles, to the 
exclusion of every formal principle. The paradoxical dress was chosen 
[according to no. 1302, p. 38] "um zu sehen, wie geschickt die Herren 
Recensenten waren, Einkleidung und Stoff zu unterscheiden." The author 
found " dass sie das nicht konnten.") 

1306) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Apologie des Teufels. In the: Nth. Ph. I. 
1795. I, 2. pp. 105-140. (Against no. 1306 appeared no. 1307; which 
altogether justifies the judgment of Erhard which has just been cited.) 

1307) Sickler, Fr. K. L.: Beleuchtung der Apologie des Teufels von 
Herrn Dr. Erhard im zweyten Heft des ersten Bandes des Niethammer- 
schen Journals. In : Jh. Chn. Wlh. Augusti's theologische Blatter oder 
Nachrichten, Anfragen und Bemerkungen theologischen Inhalts. Jahr- 
gang II. 1797. No. 5. pp. 65-77. No. 6. pp. 81-95. (Erhard had 
also a comprehensive design as regards medicine ; but it was only partially 
carried out. He wished to furnish the art of medicine with the secure 
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foundation which it still lacked, by means of an Organon der Heilkunde, 
which should set out from Kant's epistemology. The plan is apparent 
even as early as in his Promotionsschrift :) 

1308) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Dissertatio inauguralis exhibens ideam or- 
gani medici. 8vo. Altdorf. 1792. Meyer, pp. 31. (Then, in 1795, 
appeared anonymously an essay, in which Erhard put himself in the 
sceptical attitude, — which he really did not at all believe in. He used 
this artifice in order to convince the German physicians, by severe judg- 
ments and sharp attacks, of the necessity of a new and more secure 
foundation of their science.) 

1309) {Erhard, Jh. Bnj. .) Ueber die Medicin : Arkesilas an Ekdemus. 
In the N. T. M. 1795. Vol. II. Part viii. August, pp. 337-378. 
(This essay, like no. 1306, was entirely misunderstood; and sharply met, 
ex., by Huj 'eland in the N. T. M. 1795. October, pp. 138-153. Erhard 
replied : same place. 1796. January, pp. 76-92. — No. 1305 was carried 
into greater detail in nos. 13 10, 131 1 :) 

1310) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Ueber die Moglichkeit der Heilkunst. In: 
Andr. RoschlauVs Magazin zur Vervollkommnung der theoretischen und 
praktischen Heilkunde. 8vo. Frankfurt on the Main. Andrea. Vol. I. 
Part i. 1 799. pp. 23-86. 

131 1 ) Erhard, Jh. Bnj.: Versuch eines Organons der Heilkunde. 
Same place. Vol.11. Parti. 1799. pp. 1-32. Vol. III. Parti. 1799. 
pp. 1-25. (In applying the Kantian philosophy to medicine, Erhard 
proceeds very reasonably and moderately, keeping entirely free from the 
so generally popular gratuitousnesses, affectations, and fruitless because 
unfounded deductions. Thus in no. 131 o he admits without reserve 
[p. 25] : " Aus Schliissen a priori, oder von blossen Vernunftprincipien 
aus, kann in der Heilkunst nichts gefolgert werden, denn das Leben 
selbst ist nur in der Erfahrung gegeben, und die Art, wie die Stoffe 
wirken, kann, da sie selbst nur in der Erfahrung [als Erscheinungen] 
gekannt werden, auch nur wahrgenommen und nicht aus reinen Prinzipien 
bestimmt werden." The question of the possibility of the art of healing is 
therefore restricted to the question : Has the art reliable experiences at its 
disposal ? Erhard answers in the affirmative : discussing [in the manner 
of the Kantian philosophy] the concepts Perception, Observation, Induc- 
tion, Analogy, Experience, Cause and Effect, Organization, Life, Impulse 
to Renewal [Bildungstrieb~\, Vital Force and Excitability, and proving in 
detail that we have at our disposal both reliable experiences as to the 
influence of objects on the body, and knowledge of the organic body itself. 
The Organon was to consist : (1) of an Analytik of the concept of 
Heilkunde and its conditions ; (2) of a Kritik of the appliances at its 
command ; (3) of a methodology, dealing with the bringing of it about 
[Disciplin, Topik, Kanon, Architektonik~\. Completed were only the 
Analytik and Introduction to the Kritik, containing an encyclopaedic 
exposition of the sciences on the basis of Kant's analysis of the faculty of 
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knowledge. — I have spoken at some length of these works of Erhard's, 
because they are not mentioned in the Allgemeine deutsche Bibliographic 
[Vol. VI. 1877. pp. 200, 1. Richter~\, or in Gurlt-HirscK 's Biogra- 
■phisches Lexikon der hervorragenden Aerzte aller Zeiten und Volker 
[Vol. II. 1885. p. 296. Gurlf], or in Ag. Hirsch's Geschichte der 
medicinischen Wissenschaften in Deutschland [1893]. And yet the works 
in question found very general acceptance in their day, because, while they 
were partly based on Kant's philosophy [whereby they came into contact 
with the general trend of thought of the time], they managed to avoid any 
of the exaggeration which drew upon other Kantians in similar investiga- 
tions the curse of ridicule and contempt on the part of natural scientists. — 
Very important additions to Erhard's writings are to be found in no. 1302, 
both in the correspondence, especially pp. 277-300, and in smaller essays, 
pp. 171 ff.) 

13 1 2) Etwas iiber die neuere Philosophic, iiber Neuerungen und der- 
gleichen. Von einem Freunde der Wahrheit herausgegeben. 8vo. Augs- 
burg. 1795. pp. 32. (The author warns his readers against the new, i.e., 
the Kantian philosophy, on the morality of whose adherents he casts 
suspicion in a coarse and insolent manner.) 

1313, 1313a) Feuerbach, P. J. Ans. : Ueber die Unmbglichkeit eines 
ersten absoluten Grnndsatzes der Philosophic In the : Nth. Ph. I. II. 
pp. 306-322. (An unconditioned principle is, it is true, greatly to be 
desired, but cannot ever be really given, and is therefore only of regulative 
importance. In particular the critical philosophy has rendered such a 
highest principle, grounded in itself, impossible ; despite the efforts of 
many of its disciples to discover it.) Cf. also no. 1270. 

1314-1370 : Fichte. 

(F. S. WW. =Jh. Gli. Fichte's sdtnmtliche Werke, herausgegeben von 
J. H. Fichte. 8 vols. Large 8vo. Berlin. 1845, 1846. Veit and Com- 
pany. — ■ F. N. WW. =/h. Gli. Fichte's Nachgelassene Werke, heraus- 
gegeben von J. H. Fichte. 3 vols. Large 8 vo. Bonn. 1834,1835. Mar- 
cus. New titular edition. Same place. 1846. With the subtitle : Fichte's 
sdtnmtliche Werke. Vols. 9-1 1. — F. L. =Jh. Gli. Fichte's Leben und 
litterarischer Briefwechsel. Two parts. 8vo. Sulzbach. 1830, 1831. 
von Seidel.) The center of gravity of Fichte's philosophy is always to be 
found in its practical part. It is therefore not merely accidental that the 
first works issued by him of his own initiative fall in the domain of the phi- 
losophy of right. (No. 949 was originally not intended at all for the general 
public. Fichte had given his consent to its printing against his own will, 
only upon Kant's advice and at the dictate of necessity. Cf. F. L. I. pp. 
174-188.) In these two earliest works, nos. 13 14 and 13 15, anonymously 
published, — which show marked differences from Fichte's later ethics and 
philosophy of right, — the author is still standing unreservedly upon the 
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basis of Kant's practical philosophy. He sets out from the existence of 
the moral law in man, denominating it " reine, urspriingliche Form unseres 
Selbst," " reines Ich," " Form der Vernunft an sich," and making it our 
sole lord and master, in contradistinction to every external, not self-imposed 
constraint. From this moral law are derived all rights, both alienable and 
inalienable. To the latter category belong the right to freedom of thought, 
the right to conclude an agreement (more exactly : treaty), and, under cer- 
tain circumstances, to alter it with the voluntary consent of all concerned, 
i.e., to institute a revolution. 

13 14) (Fichte .•) Zuriickforderung der Denkfreyheit von den Fiirsten 
Europens, die sie bisher unterdruckten. Eine Rede. 8vo. Heliopolis. 
(Danzig.) In the last year of the old darkness. (1793.) pp.86. — F. S. 
WW. VI. pp. 1-35. 

13 1 5) (Fichte:) Beytrag zur Berichtigung der Urtheile des Publikums 
iiber die franzbsische Revolution. Part i. Zur Beurtheilung ihrer Recht- 
mdssigkeit. Sections 1 and 2. 8vo. Sine loco. 1793. pp. xxiv, 438. 
Second edition, unchanged. 1795. — F. S. WW. VI. pp. 37-288. — 
The same. New reprint of the edition of 1 793, without name and place of 
publication. Large 8vo. Zurich and Winterthur. 1844. Literarisches 
Comptoir. Twenty and a half sheets. — The same. Verbal reprint of the 
edition of 1 793, anonymous and without place of publication. Large 1 2mo. 
Berne. 1844. Jenni's Son. Fourteen sheets. — The two reviews of nos. 
1052 and 963, which appeared in the A. L. Z., and which also dealt with 
ethical topics, enable us to see, from the indications which they contain of 
Fichte's own standpoint, that it was the problems of moral philosophy (espe- 
cially that of the primacy of the practical reason) which led the author to 
his own system, through and beyond that of Kant ; while he himself ima- 
gined only that he was endeavoring after a more thorough-going, more 
unitary foundation of the critical philosophy, which should be adequate to 
embrace alike the theoretical and the practical reason. In the review of 
no. 963 he wishes to see it proved that reason is practical ; and thinks that 
he can adduce this proof — which " zugleich gar leicht Fundament alles 
philosophischen Wissens (der Materie nach) seyn konnte" — only with the 
presupposition of an absolutely unconditioned in man. Against these 
two reviews, one of which (that of no. 1052) had also attacked K. Chr. 
Erh. Schmidts theory of freedom (cf. nos. 832 ff.), because in it, on the 
author's own admission, responsibility, guilt, and merit were done away 
with, Schmid directed his : 

1316) Schmid: Erklarung, in the A . L. Z. 1794. I. B. No. 14. pp. 
111,112. This 'explanation,' in itself sharply and irritatedly worded, 
must have hit Fichte all the harder, as just at the same time of its publica- 
tion the negotiations with regard to his professional call to Jena were in 
process. Accordingly, no. 1 3 1 6 took the first step towards the later total 
rupture between Schmid and Fichte. The latter, it is true, replied at first, 
in no. 1 31 7, in a fairly quiet tone : 



No. 6.] GERMAN KANTIAN BIBLIOGRAPHY. 70 1 

1317) Fichte : in the A. L. Z. 1794. LB. No. 29. pp. 231, 232. 
— The personal acquaintance of the two men appeared even to be going to 
lead to an approximation. But loquacious meddlers soon succeeded in 
restoring the old disharmony. The friendly relation of Schmid and Fichte 
became completely impossible, when the former continued his attacks in 
the preface to no. 837 and in no. 1318. 

1 31 8) Schmid, K. Chr. Erh. : Bruchstiicke aus einer Schrift uber die 
Philosophic und ihre Principien. Zu vorldufiger Priifung vorgelegt. In 
the: Nth. Ph. I. 1795. III. pp. 95-132. Cf . no. 1 209 c. (This essay 
is in its fundamental thoughts, in its method and conceptual development, 
no more than an unsuccessful imitation of Fichte's system. It seems that 
Schmid wished to unhorse his successful rival by the announcement of 
his work made in no. 1318. He attempts to show that he is capable of 
appreciating Fichte's good qualities, and even that he himself possesses 
them, without sharing the undesirable ones. He is particularly concerned 
to prove that he, no less than Fichte, is able to reduce the total multifarious 
content of philosophy to a principle, and conversely to follow this principle 
out into its most extreme consequences, and to the uttermost ramifications 
of the system. For his supreme principle he takes — very probably under 
the influence of no. 1337 — the "allgemeine Vernunftprincip der Einheit"; 
and formulates his supreme proposition as follows : " alle Objekte meiner 
Thatigkeit sollen mit dem Grundgesetze meiner Thatigkeit [der Ver- 
einigung] iibereinstimmen." It was indubitably some wicked fairy that 
counselled Schmid to publish no. 1318. His inferiority to Fichte is clear 
in every line of the work. He lacks the animating, penetrating spirit ; the 
talent for giving plasticity to the forms of his thought. Whatever may be 
objected to Fichte's system, we must at any rate grant its author this much 
of praise : that his philosophy is an organism, a living whole. Schmid's 
system, on the contrary, consists of propositions which are loosely and 
merely externally connected. The one may be compared to a natural, the 
latter to an artificial flower. — Fichte replied with an annihilating criticism:) 

1 31 9) Fichte: Vergleichung des von Hm. Prof. Schmid aufgestellten 
Systems mit der Wissenschaftslehre. In the Nth. Ph. L. 1795. III. pp. 
267-320. F. S. WW. II. pp. 421-458. (Justified as Fichte's deprecia- 
tory judgment is on the material side, there is no justification for the unbe- 
comingly violent tone in which he couches his polemic, here as elsewhere. 
Fichte proves very clearly the indefiniteness and emptiness of many of 
Schmid's concepts. But when he reproaches the latter with his dogmatism, 
his objections only hold from the point of view of his own [Fichte's] spe- 
cial system. Schmid, it is true, is not always particularly happy in the 
choice of his expressions, and easily gives occasion to misunderstandings : 
but at bottom he does not go farther than Kant, — simply making a reality 
of the realistic elements in the Kantian system : the empirical realism and 
our affection by things-in-themselves. Kant again would only have been 
able to agree with Schmid, when he declares Fichte's philosophy, so far as 
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it " das Subjekt an sich und seine Handlungen bestimmen, und daraus das 
Bewusstsein selbst, nebst der urspriinglichen Vorstellung erklaren will " 
[p. 101], as transcendent. — The dispute between the two members of the 
same faculty naturally made a great deal of noise. Schmid very wisely 
gave up at first the philosophical polemic, and left the work announced 
in no. 1318 unpublished. Only against the tone of the polemic did he 
enter protest in a quiet, manly and modest 'explanation':) 

1320) Schmid, K. Chr. Erh.: An das Publikum tuegen des Hrn. Pro- 
fessor Fichte. In: Der Reichsanzeiger oder allgemeines Intelligens-Blatt 
zum Behuf der Justiz, der Polizey und der biirgerlichen Gewerbe im Deut- 
schen Reiche, etc. (Series of 1796. Vol. I. No. 142. pp. 5097, 5098.) 
A short anonymous essay in Vol. II of the same series ascribes the whole 
blame to Schmid, on account of his Preface to no. 837 : 

1321) Reichsanzeiger, Der : Vol.11, pp. 5487-5489. The title 

runs: An das Publikum, die Herren Professoren zu Jena, Fichte und C. 
C. E. Schmid betreffend. Vergl. R. A. No. 142 dieses Jahrs. The subscript 
is: " Weder Seifensieder noch Seifenlieferant." It was not before 1798 
that Schmid tried to repel Fichte's attack, in an improper place, it is true 
[in his " Physiologie " ; cf. no. 2170], and in so weak a manner that it 
would have been better for him to be silent. — The outlines of Fichte's 
later system, of his theoretical as of his practical philosophy, may be clearly 
recognized in a review of Schulze's Aenesidemus (no. 1004), in: 

1322) A.L.Z.: 1794. I. Nos. 47-49. pp. 369-374, 377-383, 385-389- 
— F. S. WW. I. pp. 1-25. (In quick succession appeared, in the years 
1794-1801, a series of works [nos. 1323-1336], in which Fichte imparted 
his new won system to the philosophical public in its original shape, more 
or less in detail, in strictly scientific exposition and in a popular form ; and 
in which he attempted to overcome frequent misunderstandings, and to 
rebut still more frequent attacks. In its original shape ! That meant, in 
the form and terminology in which it was first conceived and presented to 
the circle of friends at Zurich, and in which its historical influence was 
chiefly obtained.) 

1323) Fichte: Ueber den Begriff der Wissenschaftslehre oder der so- 
gettannten Philosophic, als Einleitungsschrift zu seinen Vorlesungen iiber 
diese Wissenschaft. 8vo. Weimar. 1794. Industrie-Comptoir. pp. viii, 
68. Second edition, revised and enlarged. [Title ends with the word Phi- 
losophic'] 8vo. Jena and Leipzig. 1 798. Gabler. pp. xviii, 77. — F. S. 
WW. I. pp. 27-81. 

1324) Fichte : Grundlage der gesammten Wissenschaftslehre, als Hand- 
schrift fur seine Zuhorer. 8vo. Leipzig. 1 794. Gabler. pp. xii, 339. 
Second edition, unchanged. 8vo. Tubingen. 1802. Cotta. Second edition, 
revised. 8vo. Jena and Leipzig. 1802. Gabler. pp. xii, 346. — F. S. 
WW. I. pp. 83-328. (According to the preface to the first edition, no. 
1324 was originally not at all intended for the public, and therefore not for 
criticism.) As appendix there belongs to no. 1324: 
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1325) Fichte : Ueber die Wiirde des Menschen. Beim Schlusse seiner 
philosophischen Vorlesungen gesprochen. Fliegendes Blatt. 1 794. pp. 8. 
— F.S.WW. I. pp. 412-416. 

1326) Fichte : Grundriss des Eigenthiimlichen der Wissenschaftslehre, 
in Riicksicht auf das theoretische Vermbgen, als Handschrift fiir seine Zu- 
horer. 8vo. Jena and Leipzig. 1795. Gabler. pp.108. Second edition, 
unchanged. 8vo. Tubingen. 1802. Cotta. [Bound up in one volume 
with no. 1324; pp. 336-448.] Second edition, revised. 8vo. Jena and 
Leipzig. 1802. Gabler. pp. 108. — F. S. WW. I. pp. 329-411. (Here 
belongs also no. 1319, with its popular exposition of the principles of the 
Wissenschaftslehre.) 

1327) Fichte : Grundlage des Naturrechts nach Principien der Wissen- 
schaftslehre. 8vo. Jena and Leipzig. Gabler. Part i. 1 796. pp. xxii, 
229. Part ii or Applied Natural Right. 1 797. pp. 269. — F. S. WW. 

III. pp. 1-187, 189-385. (Against a review of no. 1327 in the:) 

1328) G.g. A.: 1796. III. No. 194. pp. 1 929- 1 940, Fichte defended 
himself in a very enraged essay : 

1329) Fichte: Annalen des philosophischen Tons. Erstes Stiick. Probe 
einer Recension in -wehmiithigem Tone. In the Nth. Ph. I. 1797. V. 
pp. 67-116. [There are also extant two impressions of this essay, as of no. 
1330, the later of which is the better. Cf. F. S. WW. II. p. 459 note. 
Perhaps Gabler pirated as well. At least, the younger Fichte cites for 
Gabler's copy the paginal numbers 63-102, in F. S. WW. II: while a 
copy of the Nth. Ph. I. from Gabler's press now lying before me contains 
no. 1329 on pp. 67-116.] — F. S. WW. II. pp. 459-489. 

1329a) Fichte: Review* of Kant's Fr. In the Nth. Ph. I. 1796. 

IV. 1. pp. 81-92. —F.S. WW. VIII. pp. 427-436. 

1330) Fichte : Versuch einer neuen Darstellung der Wissenschaftslehre. 
Erste Abtheilung [containing Vorerinnerung and Einleitung; conse- 
quently in F. S. WW. under the title : Erste Einleitung in die Wissen- 
schaftslehre} In the : Nth. Ph. I. 1797. V. pp. 1-49. [There are two 
impressions of this number of the Nth. Ph. I. The earlier appeared from 
the press of Spath in Augsburg ; the later, with some corrections, from that 
of Gabler in Jena and Leipzig, both in 1797. Cf. F. S. WW. I. p. 417 
note.] — F.S.WW. I. pp. 417-449. 

1 331) Fichte: Zweite Einleitung in die Wissenschaftslehre, fur Leser, 
die schon ein philosophisches System haben. In the: Nth. Ph. I. 1797. 

V. pp. 319-378. VI. pp. 1-43. — F. S. WW. I. pp. 451-518. 

1332) Fichte : Versuch einer neuen Darstellung der Wissenschaftslehre. 
In the: Nth. Ph. I. 1797. VII. pp. 1-20. — F. S. WW. I. pp. 51 9- 

534- 

1332a) Fichte: Ueber Geist und Buchstab in der Philosophic In a 
series of letters in the : Nth. Ph. I. IX, 3. 1798. pp. 199-232. IX, 4. 
pp. 291-305. — F.S.WW. VIII. pp. 270-300. (No. 1332a was written 
as early as 1794 for Schiller's Horen. Cf. with no. 1332a Schillers und 
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Fichtes Briefiuechsel, aus dent Nachlass ties Erstern mit einem einleiten- 
den Vorworte herausgegeben von J. H. Fichte. 8vo. Berlin. 1847. Veit 
and Co. pp. 75. Especially pp. 26-55.) 

1333) Fichte: Das System der Sittenlehre nach den Principien der 
Wissenschaftslehre. 8vo. Jena and Leipzig. 1798. Gabler. pp. xx, 
494. — F. S. WW. IV. pp. 1-365. Here belongs, as supplement: 

1334) Fichte: Ascetik als Anhang zur Moral. (Lectures given at Jena 
in 1798. Appendix to the printed Ethics [Sittenlehre'].') In: F. N. WW. 
III. pp. 1 19-144. 

1335) Fichte: Die Bestimmung des Menschen. Small 8vo. Berlin. 
1800. Voss. pp. vi, 338. Second edition. 8vo. Same place. 1801. 
pp. vi, 262. New edition. 8vo. Same place. 1825. New edition. 8vo. 
Same place. 1838. pp. vi, 213. — F. S. WW. II. pp. 165-319. Also in 
Phil. Reclams Universal-Bibliothek (Parts 1201, 1202). 1879. Edited 
by K. Kehrbach. (Text of the edition of 1800 [A], with reference added 
to the editions of 1801 [B], 1838 [C], and 1845 [S. W.].) Small 8vo. 
Leipzig. Reclam the younger, pp. x, 156. 

1335a) Fichte: Der geschlossene Handelsstaat. Ein philosophischer 
Entwurf als Anhang zur Rechtslehre und Probe einer kiinftig zu lief em- 
den Politik. 8vo. Tubingen. Late in the year 1800. Cotta. pp. xx, 
290. — F. S. WW. III. pp. 387-513. Also in the Universal-Bibliothek, 
part 1324. Small 8vo. Leipzig. 1880. Reclam the younger, pp. 123. 

1336) Fichte: Sonnenklarer Bericht an das grossere Publikum iiber das 
eigentliche Wesen der neuesten Philosophic Ein Versuch, die Leser zum 
Verstehen zu zwingen. Small 8vo. Berlin. 1801. Realschulbuchhand- 
lung. pp. xx, 232. — F. S. WW. II. pp. 323-420. (No. 1337 stands 
outside of this series :) 

1337) Fichte: Einige Vorlesungen iiber die Bestimmung des Gelehrten. 
8vo. Jena and Leipzig. 1794. (Michaelmas Fair.) Gabler. pp. vi, 124. 
— F. S. WW. VI. pp. 289-346. Also in the Universal-Bibliothek 
(together with no. 1 341). Parts 526,527. Small 8vo. Leipzig. 1874. 
Reclam the younger, pp. 3-60. (The lectures are the first five of the popular 
ethical course delivered in the summer of 1 794. Some external reason, with 
which we are not acquainted, induced Fichte to allow them to be printed. 
Jh. Ed. Erdmann {Versuch einer wissenschaftlichen Darstellung der 
Geschichte der neueren Philosophic. Ill, 1. pp. 581, 582] confuses this 
' external reason ' with the complaint of the Upper Consistory, which is 
dated the 18th of November. See Fichte's Leben, II, pp. 26 ff., and espe- 
cially p. 30 ; I, p. 324; no. 1337, preface. — No. 1337 was not intended 
to introduce students to a special science, but to bring moral ideas directly 
home to them, and to arouse in their breasts lofty enthusiasm and love of 
duty by the indication of the dignity of their future profession. Accordingly, 
Fichte's particular philosophical system plays only a small part in these 
Lectures. The ' determination of man ' Fichte finds expressed in the for- 
mula : " der Mensch soil stets einig mit sich selbst sein." From it he pro- 
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ceeds to deduce the supreme principle of ethics, which consequently obtains, 
as it must, a different content and signification from those of Kant's cate- 
gorical imperative. The formula quoted is also made the basis of Bergers 
Aphorismen [1796]; as well as of Buhles Ideen [1799]; and, very prob- 
ably, of Schmids System too [no. 13 18 ; cf. his Naturrecht, 1795, and his 
Dogmatik, 1796]. — I give here at once the bibliographical data for those 
of Fichte's later writings, which come into consideration for this bibliog- 
raphy. And I would remark at this point, for clearness' sake, that, on 
my view, even in the works which appeared subsequently to the year 1801, 
we have writings which are in all principal points simply organic develop- 
ments of the earlier, and no alteration which can properly be said to contra- 
dict them. I enumerate the works according to the years of their pro- 
duction.) 

1338) Fichte : Darstellung der Wissenschaftslehre. Belongs to the year 
1801. (Printed for the first time.) In : F. S. WW. II. pp. 1-163. 

1339) Fichte: Die Wissenschaftslehre. Lectures of the year 1804. 
(Printed for the first time.) In: F. N. WW. II. pp. 87-314. 

1340) Fichte: Die Grundziige des gegenwdrtigen Zeitalters. Expounded 
in lectures, delivered in Berlin, in the years 1804-5. 8vo. Berlin. 1806. 
Realschulbuchhandlung. pp. x, 563. — F. S. WW. VII. pp. 1-256. 

1 341) Fichte : Ueber das Wesen des Gelehrten, und seine Erscheinungen 
im Gebiete der Freiheit. In lectures, delivered in Erlangen, in the summer 
term of 1805. 8vo. Berlin. 1806. Himburg. pp. vi, 215. — F.S.WW. 
VI. pp. 347-447. Also in the Universal-Bibliothek (together with no. 
1337), parts 526, 527. Small 8vo. Leipzig. 1874. Reclam the younger, 
pp. 61-162. 

1342) Fichte: Die Aniveisung sum seligen Leben, oder auch die Reli- 
gionslehre. In lectures, delivered in Berlin, during the year 1806. 8vo. 
Berlin. 1806. Realschulbuchhandlung. pp. xiv, 352. Second edition, 
unchanged. 8vo. Berlin. 1828. Reimer. pp. 242. — F. S. WW. V. 
pp. 397-S8o. 

1343) Fichte: Bericht iiber den Begriff der Wissenschaftslehre und die 
bisherigen Schicksale derselben. Written in the year 1806. First printed 
in full in: F. S. WW. VIII. pp. 361-407. Pages 361-373 (on the 
nature of Wissenschaftslehre) had already been printed in F. N. WW. III. 
pp. 349-361, under the title : Aufsatz, als Einleitung zu einer projektirten 
philosophischen Zeitschrift. 

1344) Fichte: Der Patriotismus und sein Gegentheil. Patriotic dia- 
logues of the year 1807. In F. N WW. III. pp. 221-274. 

1345) Fichte: Reden an die deutsche Nation. 8vo. Berlin. 1808. Real- 
schulbuchhandlung. pp. 490. — Second edition. 8vo. Leipzig. 1824. 
Herbig. — F. S. WW. VII. pp. 257-502. There belong here pp. 503- 
506 of the same volume ; an " Anhang zu den Reden an die deutsche Na- 
tion. Geschrieben im Jahre 1 806. (Ungedruckt.) " — • " Von neuem her- 
ausgegeben und eingeleitet" by Im. Hrm. Fichte, the Reden reappeared in 
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1859. Large 8vo. Tubingen. Laupp. pp. xxx, 234. Cheap edition. i2mo. 
Same place. 1869. pp. xx, 204. Cheap (titular) edition. i2mo. Freiburg 
im Breisgau. 1881. Mohr. pp. xx, 204. The Reden also appeared, with 
an introduction by E. Kuhn, in 1 869, in the Historisch-politische Bibliothek. 
Parts 12, 14 and 19. Large 8vo. Berlin. Heimann. pp. xxxvi, 153. 
They were republished, with an introduction by J. H. Fichte, in the Biblio- 
thek der deutschen Nationalliteratur des iSten und igten Jahrhunderts , 
8vo. Leipzig. 1871. Brockhaus. No. 31. pp. xxxix, 190. With an intro- 
duction by Jh. Vogt, in the : Bibliothek fiadagogischer Klassiker (cf. no. 
108), as vol. 20. Large 8vo. Langensalza. 1881. Beyer and Sons. Again, 
they were published in the Universal-Bibliothek, as nos. 352, 353. 
Small 8vo. Leipzig. 1872. Reclam the younger, pp. 229. Again, in 
Meyers Volksbiicher. Nos. 453-455. i6mo. Leipzig and Vienna. 1887. 
Bibliographisches Institut. pp. 208. Again in the : Bibliothek der 
Gesammtliteratur des In- und Attslandes. Nos. 356, 357. Small 8vo. 
Halle. 1889. Hendel. pp. 203. 

1346) Fichte: Die Wissenschaftslehre in ihrem allgemeinen Umrisse 
dargestellt. 8vo. Berlin. 1810. Hitzig. — F. S. WW. II. pp. 693-709. 

1347) Fichte: Die Thatsachen des Bewusstseyns. Lectures delivered in 
the University of Berlin, in the winter term of 1810-1811. 8vo. Stutt- 
gart and Tubingen. 1817. Cotta, pp. 216. — F. S. WW. II. pp. 

535-69I- 

1348) Fichte: Fiinf Vorlesungen iiber die Bestimmung des Gelehrten. 
Delivered in Berlin, in the year 1811. In: F. N. WW. III. pp. 145-208. 

1349) Fichte: Die Wissenschaftslehre. Lectures of the year 181 2. In: 
F.N. WW. II. pp. 315-492. 

1350) Fichte: Das System der Rechtslehre. Lectures; Easter to Mi- 
chaelmas, 1812. In: F.N. WW. II. pp. 493-652. 

1 351) Fichte: Das System der Sittenlehre. Lectures; Easter to Mi- 
chaelmas, 18 12. In: F.N. WW. III. pp. 1-118. 

1352) Fichte: Ueber das Verhaltniss der Logik zur Philosophic oder 
transscendentale Logik. Lectures; Michaelmas to Christmas, 1812. In: 
F. N. WW. I. pp. 103-400. 

'353) Fichte: Die Thatsachen des Bewusstseins. Lectures; beginning 
of the year 1813. In : F. N WW. I. pp. 401-574. 

'354) Fichte : Die Wissenschaftslehre. Lectures in the spring of 1 81 3; 
left uncompleted, owing to the outbreak of the war. In : F. N. WW. II. 
pp. 1-86. 

1355) Fichte: Die Staatslehre, oder iiber das Verhaltniss des Urstaates 
zum Vernunftreiche. Lectures, delivered in the summer of 181 3, at the 
University of Berlin. (Edited, from Fichte's posthumous papers.) 8vo. 
Berlin. 1820. G. Reimer. pp. xvi, 336. — F. S. WW. IV. pp. 367-610. 
Pages 35-71 and 293-304 had already appeared, in 181 5, under the title : 

1356) Fichte : Ueber den Begriff des wahrhaften Krieges in Bezug auf 
den Krieg im fahre 1813. Ein Entwurf fur den Vortrag, mit einer Rede 
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verwandten Inhalts herausgegeben. Small 8 vo. Tubingen. 1815. Cotta. 
pp. vi, 87. (Supplements to no. 1355 are to be found in :) 

1357) Fichte : Excurse zur Staatslehre. In: F. S. WW. VII. pp. 
574-6i3- 

1358) Fichte: Einleitungsvorlesungen in die Wissenschaftslehre. Lec- 
tures of the autumn of 1813, delivered in the University of Berlin. In : F. 
N. WW. I. pp. 1 -1 02. (Very important supplements to Fichte's writ- 
ings are to be found in his correspondence :) 

1359) Fichte's Leben und litterarischer Briefwechsel, herausgegeben von 
seinem Sohne J. H. Fichte. 8vo. Sulzbach. von Seidel. Part i, containing 
the biography. 1830. pp. xvi, 584. Part ii, containing the explanatory 
documents and literary correspondence. 1831. pp. xiv, 474. Second edition, 
revised and greatly enlarged. Large 8vo. Leipzig. 1862. Brockhaus. 
Part i. pp. xiv, 463. Part ii. pp. viii, 582. (The correspondence with 
Reinhold had in part been printed previously in : K. L. Reinholds Leben 
und litterarisches Wirken [cf. no. 118]. 1825. pp. 160-223.) 

1360) Fichtes und Schellings philosophischer Briefwechsel aus detn 
Nachlasse Beider herausgegeben von J. H. Fichte und K. Fr. A. Schelling. 
8vo. Stuttgart and Augsburg. 1856. Cotta. pp. iv, 131. — 

As regards Fichte's philosophical system, in its primary form (these nos. 
1 3 23-1 336), I would make the following remarks. 

(1) Our philosopher, like Kant, considers the problem of philosophy to 
consist in the isolation and derivation of the aprioristic in our knowledge, 
the necessary conscious elements (or, more strictly, Thathandlungen) ; and 
so to explain the possibility of knowledge, of experience, and of the par- 
ticular sciences. Philosophy, therefore, is made up, in Fichte's view also, 
of transcendental enquiries. It stands in opposition to all other sciences : 
for these have as their subject-matter not the necessary, but the free That- 
Jiandlungen of the mind, which presuppose the necessary as their basis ; 
e.g., the limitation of a definite space, in contradistinction to the description 
of space in general. Secondly, they are always occupied only with one of 
the two terms ; either with objects or with our ideas of objects ; while 
philosophy has solely to do with the relation between the two, and to 
explain the harmony between them which we perceive. Fichte accordingly 
prefers to have philosophy called Wissenschaftslehre j by which word he 
means to express the fact, that this science busies itself not with any par- 
ticular kind of objects, but with knowledge itself, and therefore furnishes 
the principles for all other sciences (among them also for logic), and derives 
them from one supreme proposition. 

(2) And here we come upon one of the principal differences between 
Kant and Fichte. The latter is holding with Reinhold and his imitators 
{e.g., Maimon, Abicht, and in a certain sense Aenesidemus), when he 
requires that the whole of philosophy shall be derived from a supreme prin- 
ciple. He blames Kant for having neglected this point, and for having 
therefore really furnished three critical philosophies, with three different 
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absolutes, instead of one. But neither did Reinhold hit the mark, in 
Fichte's opinion, in that he set out from a foundation which compelled 
him to regard the faculty of desire as a species of the faculty of knowledge. 
It is necessary to have a proposition, which is valid for the whole of 
philosophy. Such a principle is not the expression of z.fact of conscious- 
ness, because it underlies all consciousness and renders consciousness in 
general possible ; but is rather the expression for the highest, most original 
Thathandlung : for the first and highest, from which everything must start 
out, is not an existence (Sein), an activity {Thatiges), but an action (Thuri). 
Kant set up — or at least hinted at — this highest principle in his unity 
of the transcendental apperception, without, however, making any further 
use of it, and scarcely dreaming of its wide-reaching significance. There is, 
therefore, certainly a foundation in the R. V.j only the R. V. is not built 
up upon it. Fichte, indeed, makes it a general reproach to Kant, that he 
frequently — and that with regard to just the very weightiest points (space 
and time, the categories, the categorical imperative) — shows up his results 
without giving the working. It is the intended merit of the Wissenschafts- 
lehre to make this deficiency good. 

(3) The second principal difference between the two philosophers consists 
in this : that Fichte follows further in the road travelled by Maimon and 
Beck, and banishes the fatal things-in-themselves from philosophy, bag and 
baggage. He states in this regard that he is following closely in Kant's 
footsteps : only that one must understand the Kritik in its spirit, and not 
according to the letter, and must at the same time pay attention to what 
Kant — did not say, certainly, but none the less either indicated or tacitly 
presupposed. The many passages which make against his interpretation, 
in which Kant speaks of our affection by things-in-themselves, Fichte has, 
of course, to interpret in a similar way to Beck, and either to refer them 
to the being affected by phenomena, or (as already done in no. 1322) to 
assume that in them Kant was only speaking "vorlaufig," "fur den Mann," 
from the point of view of the ordinary human understanding. When Kant, 
in no. 101, declared himself to be in total opposition to Fichte, the latter's 
judgment of the master was certainly more unfavorable ; but even then he 
attempted to lessen the gulf between himself and Kant, and to accredit 
the latter with the discovery of the transcendental Idealism (*.*., in Fichte's 
eyes, the Wissenschaftslehre), by discriminating between the " individueller 
Kant," the "dreiviertel Kopf," and the "Zeit und heiliger Geist in Kant." 
(Letter to Reinhold, dated the 1 8th of July, 1800. In: F. L. II. p. 320.) 

(4) The problem of the Wissenschaftslehre was, as we saw, the expla- 
nation of the harmony between objects and our ideas of them, or the mode 
in which the ego comes to have ideas of objects. In this investigation one 
may not set out either from the empirical ego or from things ; either from 
subject or object: else one would fall into dogmatic idealism or realism. 
One must rather climb higher, to the absolute identity of subject and object, 
of knowledge and existence ; to pure or absolute knowledge (in contra- 
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distinction to the variable knowledge of any particular object), to the abso- 
lute ego. This is that which cannot be subject, without being object in the 
same undivided act ; and which cannot be object, without being subject in 
the same undivided act. (F. S. WW. II. p. 442.) This " Ichheit " is 
not existence (as though the ego first existed, and then afterwards posits 
itself), but an action ; not a fact of consciousness, but a Thathandlung, to 
which one must raise himself by intellectual intuition. Without this last, 
there is no understanding of the Wissenschaftslehre possible. He who 
cannot intuit himself in the act of thought, and perform with freedom and 
consciousness that which usually passes in him unconsciously, is not born a 
philosopher. Now if one declares what passes in this Thathandlung, which 
is perceived by intellectual intuition, one obtains the absolutely primary and 
unconditioned principle : " das Ich setzt urspriinglich schlechthin sein eignes 
Seyn." (F. S. WW. II. p. 98.) From this proposition can then be 
deduced the thought-law of identity and the category of reality. 

(5) Over against the original Thathandlung of positing, which we have 
discussed under (4), stands a second one : that of opposing. This, like the 
principle which expresses it — "Dem Ich wird entgegengesetzt das Nicht- 
Ich " — is, it is true, materially conditioned ; but formally it is unconditioned. 
Now since this proposition contradicts the first, and the two together cancel 
one another, there must be discovered a new Thathandlung and a new fun- 
damental principle, by means of which all the contradictions are resolved. 
The required Thathandlung is that of the " sich gegenseitig Beschrankens," 
" als theilbar Setzens." The proposition runs as follows : " Ich setze im 
Ich dem theilbaren Ich ein theilbares Nicht-Ich entgegen." Thathandlung 
and proposition are materially unconditioned, but formally conditioned. 
With this, the series of principles is concluded. As from the second are 
derived the logical law of contradiction and the category of negation, so 
from the third are deduced the law of sufficient reason and the category of 
limitation. 

(6) The relation, in which the three original Thathandlungen of thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis stand to one another, furnishes us at the same time 
with the key to the method for the whole further development. By the 
synthesis of the third proposition the question which Kant placed so emphat- 
ically at the head of the R. V. — " Wie sind synthetische Urtheile a priori 
moglich ? " — is answered in the most general and satisfactory way. In 
and with the fundamental synthesis must all other syntheses be undertaken. 
But, as the relation of the principles to one another shows, no synthesis 
is possible without a previous antithesis. Our problem will therefore consist 
in this : to discover the remaining, unconnected, opposed elements in the 
fundamental synthesis ; to combine them to a new synthesis, by a new 
ground of relation ; and then to proceed with this again as with the funda- 
mental synthesis ; until we have reached the absolute unity, which was 
expressed in the thesis standing above all antitheses and syntheses, and 
which at the same time constitutes the goal of our procedure : a goal, which, 
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it is true, can never be attained, but to which we may rather only approxi- 
mate by infinite effort. 

(7) Following Kant, Fichte distinguishes in the further development of 
the Wissenschaftslehre between theoretical and practical philosophy. The 
former has to explain the origin of the subjective from the objective ; the 
coincidence of our ideas with things existing independently of them, with 
objects. This is effected by the proof, that the ego itself produces the non- 
ego. The ground of this production, or, as Fichte metaphorically expresses 
himself, the "Anstoss" to it, cannot be deduced in the theoretical Wissen- 
schaftslehre. Fichte sets out from the third principle, and comes, by 
means of the method which we have described in detail under (6), through 
several antitheses and syntheses, to the result, that in the ego there is to be 
assumed an infinitely progressive activity, which, however, in consequence 
of the above-mentioned Anstoss limits itself and so becomes finite. In the 
permanent alternation of these two activities consists the faculty of the pro- 
ductive imagination, which consequently occupies an intermediate position 
between the finite and the infinite. Its products are objects ; its activity is 
objective. It has different forms or gradations, in and upon which this 
objective activity takes place. There are sensation, intuition, understanding- 
concept (the faculty which simply fixes the intuition and is therefore unpro- 
ductive, the source of reality), consciousness-idea (in which subject and 
object are opposed to one another and again united). In the discussion of 
these stages of development time and space, the categories and the fact of 
consciousness come to find their true explanation, and sufficient derivation ; 
and therewith the Kantian Aesthetik and Analytik, as well as Reinhold's 
Elementarphilosophie, their real foundation. The productivity of the im- 
agination, as basis of consciousness, does not fall within this latter ; it is 
therefore unconscious : and so it results that the idea considers its objects 
as found, and the ego as dependent, i.e., as determined by the non-ego. 

(8) There still remains the question of the reason why the infinite ego 
limits itself, becomes finite, and posits a non-ego over against itself, in 
order to allow itself to be determined by it. The solution of this problem 
is furnished by the practical Wissenschaftslehre, which has to explain the 
origin of the objective from the subjective, that of existence from concepts 
of end. In the question of the 'why' of the Anstoss there can be no 
question of the ' whence,' — of its causal reason : since, of course, we have 
to do with the absolute, infinite ego : but only of the ' wherefore,' — of the 
final reason (Lowe. pp. ioo, ioi. Cf. no. 1361). To this latter question the 
practical Wissenschaftslehre replies : the Anstoss is necessary for the ego 
to be practical, to be able to exert effort. This effort is essential to the 
ego : it depends upon the character of Ichheit, which comes to expression 
in the " Gesetz des Ich, iiber sich selbst zu reflectiren und zu fordern, dass 
es in dieser Reflexion als alle Realitat erfunden werde" (F. S. WW. I. 
p. 276). This reflection upon itself conditions a difference even in the 
absolute ego, i.e., an equivocal direction of its original activity : a centrip- 
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etal, in so far as the ego is reflective, and a centrifugal (and, indeed, one 
centrifugal to infinity), in so far as the ego is that which is reflected upon 
(F. S. WW. I. p. 274). Both directions, however, coincide, and are 
indistinguishable, so long as the centrifugal one which extends to infinity is 
not angestossen and driven back. Now this second, centripetal direction is 
considered as something foreign, and derived from a principle which is 
opposed to the principle of the ego. Only in this way does an effort become 
possible, — an effort which cannot exist without a counter-effort, without a 
resistance to be overcome. The ego, therefore, in order to be practical, 
becomes theoretical ; posits a non-ego, and becomes intelligence. The 
practical reason, the will, takes precedence of the theoretical reason, ideation. 
This relation, therefore, which was asserted, but not proved by Kant, Fichte 
claims here to have deduced. And therewith he claims also to have demon- 
strated the possibility of deriving and explaining the categorical imperative, 
the " absolute Postulat der Uebereinstimmung mit dem reinen Ich " (F. S. 
WW. I. p. 260 note). 

(9) This pure, absolute, unconditionally posited, infinite ego of the first 
proposition requires that all reality be comprehended in it and that it fill 
infinity. But at the same time v as we saw, effort is essential to the ego ; 
and every effort makes towards an object, i.e., is finite. " Unendlich " and 
" objektiv " stand, if they are regarded as factually before us in opposition ; 
not so, however, if their union is only regarded as our problem. The ego, 
then, is certainly infinite ; but only in accordance with its effort : its effort 
is to be infinite. This infinity can, however, never be attained ; for, were 
that the case, the ego would have an infinite causation, but for that very 
reason not posit itself, and therefore be no ego, and therefore be nothing. 
(E S. WW. I. p. 270.) The approximation to this unattainable infinity 
remains nevertheless a constant problem for us ; and this is the guaranty 
of our determination for immortality. 

(10) The progressive realisation of this problem takes place here, on 
earth, in legal and moral union, in the state and the church. These two 
highest forms of the human community must be deduced, and their laws 
developed : these are the problems of the philosophies of law and morals. 
Almost more strictly than Kant does Fichte separate the sphere of law 
from that of morality. He will hear nothing of a founding of the principle 
of right or of any particular relation of right by aid of ethics. Consequently, 
both in his philosophy of law and in his ethics, he refers back to conscious- 
ness, to the foundations given in the general practical Wissenschaftslehre. 
First of all, he deduces the principles of right and of morality ; then proves 
their reality and applicability ; and finally turns them to systematic account 
by an exposition of the separate rights and duties. Just as was the Anstoss 
previously, so are individuality, plurality (at least duality) of individuals, 
body, air, light, etc., deduced here ; Fichte proving them to be conditions 
of self-consciousness, and of the practical operativeness of the ego. Here 
too, therefore, it is not the reason, but the end that constitutes the principle 
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of explanation. Since according to Fichte actual existence is originally a 
consequence of self-positing, only that can exist which has the ego-form, — 
i.e., individuals. Everything else, and so the whole of nature, is certainly 
condition of the individual self-consciousness ; but is first posited by the 
individual ego, the latter arising in this self-positing and positing of the 
non-ego. There are, then, really, only egos, spirits ; things, substances, the 
totality of nature are nothing else than phenomena in these. Every individ- 
ual ego finds itself, therefore, in coming to consciousness, inclosed in 
boundaries, the limitations of its primal impulse, which form its nature, its 
special world, — and without which it would not be an ego. These 
limitations, which stand opposed to it as objective things, as the corporeal 
world with all the so-called properties of matter, must be perpetually broken 
through ; and opportunity for moral action found in them. The whole of 
nature is, therefore, for Fichte only means (to render possible the action of 
the ego), not end in itself ; and consequently we have the contempt, nay ! 
the hatred of nature that his system discloses, and his bitter warfare with 
the Identity-philosophy. On the other hand, however, it is only in this way 
that a use of our freedom becomes possible, and our practical operativeness 
explicable ; since alteration in the physical world (objectivity) is nothing 
else than an alteration of our body, and this again is nothing else than a 
" gewisse Ansicht meiner absoluten Thatigkeit," as the " Ich, als Princip 
einer Wirksamkeit in der Korperwelt angeschaut" (F. S. WW. IV. p. n). 
(i i) While the Rechtslehre sets up the ideal of a rational state, it does 
away again to a certain extent with the division of the absolute ego, the 
unity of the subjective and objective, into a plurality of individuals. In the 
state, that is, we have alongside of the individuals, and fusing them in a 
larger organized whole ; and so, as it were, in place of the individuals ; the 
single reason. Still more is that the case in the one ethical community, 
which embraces the whole of mankind, and comprehends it into an unity. 
It makes of mankind "ein einziges organisirtes und organisirendes Ganzes 
der Vernunft" (F. S. WW. III. p. 203). This ethical community Fichte 
calls " Kirche." It is, so to speak, the incarnation of the categorical 
imperative, of the moral law in its most comprehensive form, in which it 
becomes a moral world-order, and creates an organ for itself not any longer 
in the individual, but in the whole of mankind, — an organ, by whose means 
take place the subjection of the finite to the infinite, and the resolution of 
the former in the latter, the uniting of the subjective with the objective, the 
moralization of natural impulses. At this highest standpoint, with this look 
into eternity, therefore, the individual disappears again ; it becomes a 
mere means, in face of the final end : moral action, the self-realisation of 
reason. Real life is lived not by the separate man, but by the totality of 
mankind as the incarnation, the phenomenon of the moral world-order. 
This life consists in the continually progressing actualization of the final end : 
of morality, of the uniting of the subjective and the objective by the sub- 
duing of the latter to the former. Thus the Wissenschaftslehre starts out 
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from the absolute, from the ego, which is not yet individual ; and arrives, 
in its conclusion, having passed through individuality as a stage of transi- 
tion, at the absolute once more, at the ego as idea, which is no longer 
individual. 

(12) There is a question which we have postponed up till now, and which 
ought to have been faced by us long ago : the question as to what is to be 
understood by the ' absolute ego ' ? The answer, for the works from 1 796 
onwards, is contained in the final sentences of our previous paragraph (n). 
If the same answer were not valid for the works of the years 1 794 and 1 795, 
we should have been obliged to give a separate exposition of nos. 1323-1336. 
This view is held, among others, by Jul. Bergmann, in his recently published 
History of Philosophy (Berlin. 1893. Mittler and Son. Vol. II. pp. 192 ff. 
Especially p. 196). According to this author, Fichte appears in the second 
introduction (no. 1331) "unter dem ich wenn auch noch immer das eigne 
Ich nach Abstraktion von allem dem, wodurch es sich von anderen Ichs 
unterscheidet, doch nicht bloss dieses zu verstehen, sondern noch etwas 
hinzuzudenken, was nicht zu dem Allgemeinen, worin das eigne Ich mit 
alien andern Ichs ubereinstimmt, gehort, sondern iiber das eigne Ich und 
alle anderen ubergreift, namlich ein Wesen, welches .... alle einzelnen 
Ichs als seine Einschrankungen .... hervorbringt und, indem es sie in sich 
fasst, in jedem gegenwartig ist" (p. 196). But Bergmann has not paid 
sufficient attention to the following passage, occurring in a letter to Jacobi, 
dated on the 30th August, 1795 : — " Mein absolutes Ich ist offenbar nicht 
das Individuum ; so haben beleidigte Hoflinge und argerliche Philosophen 
mich erklart, um mir die schandliche Lehre des praktischen Egoismus aus- 
zudichten. Aber das Individuum muss aus dem absoluten Ich deducirt 
werden." From the point of view of practical reflection, the absolute, 
" reine Ich, das uns auch auf ihm gar nicht verschwindet, [wird] ausser uns 
gesetzt, und heisst Gott" (P. L. I. p. 240. II. p. 181). It is clear, 
according to this, that as early as the summer of 1 795 we have the same 
thoughts with regard to the absolute ego, as in 1 797. For the rest, one 
should not conceive of the relation of the absolute ego to individuals in 
any such way as this, — that the two are different, independent substances ; 
and that the absolute ego is prior to the individuals not only conceptually, 
but also temporally. Very decisive on this point is a passage which, it is 
true, was not printed until 1802, but which we may indubitably look upon 
as typical for the earlier period as well (no. 1336. P. S. IV IV. II. p. 399). 
According to this, Fichte's aim with his Gnosogony is just as little to give 
a narrative of temporally successive Thathandlungen, as the aim of the 
author of a Cosmogony could be to teach " dass es sich wirklich einmal 
also begeben habe, wie er es in seiner Kosmogonie vortragt." " Ohne Zweif el 
ist ihm das Universum ein organisches Ganzes, von welchem kein Theil 
seyn kann, wenn nicht alle iibrigen sind ; das sonach gar nicht allmahlich 
entstehen konnte, sondern zu jeder Zeit, da es da war, ganz da seyn musste." 

(13) Why, now, did Fichte choose this particular expression, "absolutes 
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Ich," to designate the starting-point and the culmination of his philosophy ? 
The history of philosophy shows us, that the term has continually given 
rise to misunderstandings ; and that it is chiefly responsible for the reproach 
so frequently urged against the Fichtean philosophy, — that it is a complete 
' subjectivism.' In the ordinary sense of this expression, the objection is 
by no means pertinent. One must admit, that Fichte is himself to blame, 
at least in great part, for these misunderstandings : just because of his per- 
verse choice of this phrase. Yes, indeed! The concept 'Ich' is nothing 
else than an expression of the form of our self-consciousness ; and this 
again is for mankind not otherwise thinkable than as connected with indi- 
viduality. But it is this very thing which is to be abstracted from : that is, 
according to Fichte, a conditio sine qua non. Fichte, that is, adopts a cur- 
rently used expression, and attempts to stamp it anew, for the denomination 
of something quite different, in this way : that he abstracts from just those 
elements which not only the ordinary understanding of mankind, but philo- 
sophical terminology as well (apart, of course, from Fichte himself), regards 
as the fundamental elements in the original concept. Having sacrificed 
these, he proceeds to put other elements in their place in the foreground 
(particularly the concept of activity which returns upon itself) ; elements 
which, isolated from the rest (from self-consciousness and individuality), are 
simply not thinkable for us. So that as a result the principal concept hangs 
empty and contentless, wholly unrealisable for our thinking, altogether in 
the air. The parallel with Schopenhauer's Wille is an obvious one. — The 
chief reasons which induced Fichte to choose this fateful phrase must be 
considered to be the following four: enumerated in sections (14) to (17). 
(14) Of the very greatest, almost of exclusive importance, was Fichte's 
character. The general determinant of the form, which he gave his system 
in the first place, was his deep-rooted hatred of the thing-in-itself of the dog- 
matists and the Kantians. His excessive sense of his own force, independ- 
ence, and honor, which just at the most critical moments of his life allowed 
him not to pay any regard to time and circumstance, made it impossible 
for him to assume anything entirely independent ; any self-supporting thing, 
that should stand over against him, so to speak, face to face, as a power 
of equal rights with himself ; anything that he should perhaps have to thank 
for something, upon which he might be in any way dependent. Hence his 
bitter warfare against the thing-in-itself, and against dogmatism, — which 
is to him not a theoretical view, but the necessary consequence of a 
character, either naturally indolent, or rendered sluggish and warped by 
mental servitude, learned luxury, and pride. The dogmatist has not raised 
himself to the full sense of his freedom and independence : he finds himself 
only in ideating things whose product he is. If these things were taken 
from him, his self would be lost with them. Fichte, on the other hand, has 
no need of things as a support to his self, and is unable to make use of 
them, because they would do away with his independence and transform it 
into mere empty appearance (F. S. WW. I. pp. 433, 434). Fichte, in his 
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never wearying impulse to activity, thought that he had only really lived in 
those moments in which he was active, effortful, stood over against the 
world of the objective, the non-ego, subjected it to himself, and so enjoyed 
in the highest degree the feeling of his human dignity. True life was to 
him, therefore, on the one side of equal significance with the being active, 
the putting forth of effort, with action ; while on the other hand it appeared 
as a never resting, perpetually changing, eternally becoming, generating 
itself in new forms forever. Only a product of this true life was, in his 
eyes, the rigid, dead, confined, sensuous existence. Nowhere did he obtain 
immediate perception of the true life, except in himself. But here, in himself, 
it revealed itself to him with such overwhelming weight of evidence, with 
such irresistible force, that he felt his wings budding, and dreamed of his 
exaltation to higher spheres, in which he imagined himself to understand the 
course and the work of the spirit that penetrates the universe, and believed 
that he found himself once more in this spirit, only in potentiality, infinitely 
extended, released from all the limitations of individuality and consciousness. 
Small wonder that he gave to his highest principle the name of that, in 
which and in which alone it revealed itself to him ! (Schopenhauer chose 
the name Wille merely a potiori.) Fichte's was a titanic nature. Had the 
task been set him to play Atlas again, and carry the world upon his 
shoulders, he would not have shrunk back from the task. In extending his 
" Ich " to the absolute world-principle he was able to believe himself to be 
the co-creator, co-sustainer of the universe. 

(15) A second reason for the choice of the phrase "absolutes Ich" may 
be looked for in Fichte's attitude to Spinoza. Dogmatism and Materialism 
are for Fichte one and the same thing. For since in his eyes Ichheit, men- 
tality, intelligence are terms of equivalent significance, the thing-in-itself, 
the existent, must necessarily be something material. And again: "insofern 
der Dogmatismus consequent sein kann, ist der Spinozismus das conse- 
quenteste Product desselben " (f. S. WW. I. p. 120). That is, of course, 
a view, which diverges very far, indeed, from historical truth. Spinoza is 
very far removed from being a materialist. His world-principle is a mental 
one, although he speaks of it as something existent, something which is. 
But Fichte, we see, denies the very possibility of the coexistence of a 
' mental ' and a ' being ' ; and in his independent mood strikes at one of the 
elements which Spinoza had united together, — the mental, — without going 
on to ask whether Spinoza, if any striking out at all had proved to be 
necessary, would not rather with Fichte himself have preferred to do without 
the other, — the existent. But the warfare with the independently existent, 
with the thing-in-itself, has rendered Fichte blind in this instance. To which 
it must be added that Spinoza's system and Materialism are both alike 
deterministic. And finally there was certainly cooperative, though uncon- 
sciously to Fichte himself, an instinctive feeling, impelling him to identify, 
so far as that was possible, Spinozism, Dogmatism, and Materialism ; and 
so to bring the differences between his own and the Spinozistic systems into 
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greater prominence, and give them an air of increased importance. The 
more closely the results of these two last-named systems approximate, the 
weightier reason must there have been for Fichte to put starting-point and 
method into shapes as widely divergent as possible. As so often in every- 
day life, in politics, or in science, we have before us here once more the 
picture of the hostile brothers, who in spite of all their similarities, or even 
oftentimes because of those very similarities, lay especial emphasis upon 
their points of difference, and cultivate them assiduously. From this point 
of view one may write down the equation : 

Fichte : Spinoza = Schopenhauer : Fichte. 

Erich Adickes. 

(Continued) 



